
HARVEST CALENDAR
Delta Farmers grow a diverse set of crops 
every year, represented proportionately  
in the photograph above. 
 

spreading
While this can be a smelly affair, spreading manure 
in the spring and fall is critically important for the 
health of the soil and the quality of our crops.

planting
Planting primarily takes place in April and May, 
though some crops, like beans, can be planted until 
July. After harvesting many farmers will plant a cover 
crop to protect the soil over the winter.

CROP PROTECTION
Fertilizers and weed controls are sprayed onto fields 
in the spring and summer to protect and maximize 
harvest yields.
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HARVESTING
Some crops are harvested 
nearly year-round thanks to 
greenhouses. Use this graph 
to see when your favourite 
produce will be coming 
in fresh from the farm.

*Cucumbers, Lettuce, Peppers, Tomatoes
 
to learn more about farming in delta visit delta.ca/agriculture





harris family
fraserland
organics
The Harris family settled 

in Delta in 1896. As 5th 

generation farmers, 

Brent and Shelly Harris 

currently grow organic potatoes, 

green beans, peas and cranberries. Building healthy 

soil using sustainable organic farming practices is 

part of the Harris’ contribution to our community, 

yielding nutritious produce and promoting a healthy 

environment for future generations.

keulen family
seabreeze  
farm
Jerry and Sonya Keulen 

own Seabreeze Farm, 

a dairy farm bordering 

Boundary Bay. Besides 

producing milk for our tables,  

they also convert manure and organic consumer  

waste into renewable energy and high quality fertilizer,  

a boon to the environmental bottom line in Delta.

may family
cranwest
farms
Bruce and Bonnie May 

have been growing 

cranberries in Delta since 

1981. Their family’s roots 

go back to Bruce’s grandfather, who used to farm in the 

region as well. Today they continue the legacy with their 

son and daughter, who work alongside them on the farm.

Delta is a special place where urban and rural  

landscapes blend together. In between the vibrant  

communities of Ladner, Tsawwassen and North Delta 

lies some of the most important agricultural land in  

British Columbia. Cultivated by families who have 

farmed this land for generations, Delta produces a 

significant amount of the fresh food that graces our 

tables. For residents of Delta, local food isn’t just from 

the local area, it’s from down the street. If you haven’t 

met these farm neighbours yet, maybe it’s time you did.

 
to learn more about farming in delta visit delta.ca/agriculture
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NOTHING TO POO-POO AT
Farmers carefully manage nutrients to make sure their 

crops have what they need to grow. In the spring, manure 

is spread as a natural fertilizer to prepare fields for 

seeding, and may be added to boost growth at intervals 

throughout the summer. Timing is important, and 

depends on the weather and soil conditions. 

With climate change, shifts in seasonal rainfall are making 

weather less predictable, and farmers need to adapt. Too 

much rain in the spring can prevent farmers from getting 

into their fields, and too little in the summer can cause 

the manure to “burn” crops instead of nourishing them. 

Delta farmers are learning from each other by trying  

new techniques to get crops what they need. At 

Seabreeze Farm Ltd., an anaerobic digester converts 

raw manure and organic consumer waste into renewable 

energy by capturing and refining methane gas and 

reclaiming key nutrients and water for use on crops. 

The result is a high quality, dry, odourless fertilizer for 

wet fields in the spring, and liquid fertilizer that will help 

reduce the need for irrigation water in the summer. 

SOAKING IT UP
Too much moisture can cause problems for farmers who 

need to get heavy machinery into the fields for planting 

and harvesting. Located in a low-lying area at the mouth 

of the Fraser River, Delta is naturally prone to poor 

drainage. On top of this, climate change models indicate 

more rain and extreme rain events in the spring and fall.

Proper drainage gives the water somewhere to go, 

distributing nutrients and carrying away salt that can  

build up in the soil. Farmers install special pipes—drainage 

tile—in their fields to drain excess water away from 

crops, but it is a costly investment, particularly for 

farmers who rent or lease the land. 

Researchers at the University of British Columbia,  

along with the Delta Farmers’ Institute and local 

farmers are working together to trial a combination 

of drainage techniques with the support of the BC 

Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative. Farmers 

are experimenting with drainage tile spacing and 

different cropping regimes (including cover crops, 

laser leveling and grassland set-asides) to improve 

drainage. The result? More local food on the table,  

and less left soaking in the field.

A SALTY SITUATION
Despite being surrounded by water, Delta farmers 

depend on irrigation to grow their crops. Fresh water 

is drawn from the Fraser River and fills a network of 

irrigation ditches before going onto the fields. Salt water 

has always flowed up the river at high tide and when 

salt levels rise, salinity monitors automatically shut off 

the intakes for irrigation water. This prevents salty water 

from entering the irrigation system and depositing salt 

in the soil. 

If salt accumulates in the soil—a process known as 

salinization—the land can no longer produce food. 

Unfortunately, climate models are projecting that rising 

sea levels will push the “salt wedge” further up river, 

particularly in summer when lower volumes of water 

flowing downstream won’t be able to push the seawater 

all the way back into the ocean. In essence, the Fraser will 

become saltier around Delta, threatening the fresh water 

supply and potentially causing salinization of the soil.

Farmers can invest in better drainage to allow winter 

rains to help flush the salts out, but the real focus for 

Delta’s farm community is to prevent salinization in the 

first place.



The BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative develops tools 
and resources to enhance the BC agriculture sector's ability to adapt to 
climate change. Funding is provided by the BC Ministry of Agriculture 
through Growing Forward 2, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

Greenhouses only take up 1%  
of BC’s farmland, but produce 

11% OF BC’S TOTAL  
AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION.

90% OF FARMS  
in Delta are family owned  
and operated.

9/10 BC TOMATOES  
come from only 200  
acres in Delta.

OVER HALF OF BC’S  
green beans and potatoes  
are grown in Delta.


